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total abstinence is not of necessity a virtue; nor do I suppose that in the matter of music any considerable number of persons would counsel total abstinence. Pew,, however, will deny that the indulgence of musical appetite maybe excessive; few will deny that as music may calm and comfort the mind, and even brace and strengthen it, so also it may have an opposite result, and may tend to dissipation, and weakness.
All this is obvious enough, and it immediately follows that the Apostle's maxim is applicable to this as to other things, cc Whether ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the g'lory of (rod/5 But. I feel that there is a practical question to which any one preaching' upon thin subject ought to propose an answer, and the answer to which is not so obvious. I can quite understand a wm.seicntious person, especially a young person, being troubled as regards the line of duty with respect to public musical entertainments. TIw question will press most forcibly when, it is applied to that very high form of musical entertainment, the opera. Is the opera to be forbidden ground to one who wishes to lead u truly Christian life?
The answer to thiw question cannot, I think, be a simple yen or no. In the first place, it is not a purely musical question, but involves the